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of them, and later that night she sent to his room two
portmanteaux containing this bulky correspondence.
Sir Frederick formed the very reasonable conclusion that
she had sent for her letters originally to help her to
compile from them a refutation of the monstrous slanders
about her which had been published in Bismarck's
Memoirs, especially those concerning the Emperor Fred-
erick's illness: this conclusion is amply supported by
passages in the letters themselves. They contained also
the bitterest complaints about her son's treatment of
her, and it was obvious that if he got hold of them he
would destroy them. The strong presumption therefore
was that she gave them to her godson in order that he
might base on them some such publication as she had
intended but was now unable to carry out. Sir Frederick
accordingly brought them back to England without the
knowledge of the Emperor.1

The Emperor, of course, had always known of the
existence of this correspondence, and he suspected that
it had come into his mother's possession, for after her
death in the ensuing summer Friedrichshof was instantly
surrounded by troops, who, by his orders, allowed no
package to go out without examination, and search was
made for them. Without doubt he wanted to get hold
of them and destroy them. A precisely parallel situation
had arisen after his father's death in 1888. He had put
the New Palace in a state of siege while he made search
for his father's papers, and especially for his Diary during
the last ten years. Then, as now, he could not find what
he sought, for the day before his father's death it had
been dispatched to England for safe keeping. For twenty-
seven years Sir Frederick Ponsonby kept these letters, and
then, judging that sufficient time had elapsed, followed out

1 Ponsonby, Letters of Empress Frederick, pp. x-xiv.